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Ben is Portfolio Manager with TMS Capital. Since 
2005 Ben has overseen the research, construction 
and ongoing management of client portfolios with 
$350m currently under management. 

Ben Clark

PORTFOLIO MANAGER,  
TMS CAPITAL

Ben previously worked with a Swiss investment bank as a gold 
bullion and FX interbank market and proprietary trader. Ben 
presents regularly for the ASX and regularly appears as a guest on 
CNBC and fortnightly on Sky Business ‘Your Money Your Call’ and 
‘The Close’. Ben holds a Bachelor of Commerce through Sydney 
University with majors in finance & economics.

ABOUT TMS CAPITAL

TMS Capital is a Sydney-based boutique investment management 
business founded in 2004. TMS currently manages in excess 
of $350m of client’s assets and provides personalised expert 
portfolio management, dealing in listed securities, funds 
management and structural planning advice to the private 
client market. Privately owned by staff, TMS specialises in direct 
investment solutions and strives to deliver the highest level of 
personal service and quality of advice in order to achieve its 
client’s financial objectives.

Search for Ben Clark on www.livewiremarkets.com  
for more up to date insights. 

www.tmscapital.com.au

17 YEARS INDUSTRY  
EXPERIENCE

FAVOURITE QUOTE

“Know what you  
own, and know  
why you own it”
Peter Lynch

OUTSIDE OF INVESTING, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
PASSIONATE ABOUT?

Travelling
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TECHNOLOGY
Making sense of the big new trends

Panel 4

02. PANELIST
Alex Pollak
Chief Investment Officer, 
Loftus Peak

MODERATOR
Ben Clark
Portfolio Manager,  
TMS Capital

03. PANELIST
Elaine Stead
Investment Director, 
Blue Sky Venure Capital

01. PANELIST
Daniel Petre
General Partner and Co-founder,
Airtree Ventures
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www.airtree.vc

30+ YEARS INDUSTRY  
EXPERIENCE

FAVOURITE QUOTE

“To know even  
one life has breathed 
easier because you 
have lived. This is to 
have succeeded”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

OUTSIDE OF INVESTING, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
PASSIONATE ABOUT?

Mountain Bike Riding

Daniel is General Partner and Co-founder at AirTree 
Ventures. Daniel has a 30 year career in technology 
related organisations with deep experience running 
large organisations, developing new business and 
business models and the last 15 years as a successful 
founder of three Venture Capital Firms.

Daniel has also been a board member of a number public 
companies and NFP organisations over the last 15 years as well as 
authoring 3 books on a range of topics.

Daniel has a Doctorate in Business (Honoris Causa), a Bachelor of 
Science from the University of New South Wales and a Master of 
Business Administration from the University of Sydney. 

ABOUT AIR TREE VENTURES

AirTree Ventures is a Sydney-based early and growth stage 
venture firm established in July 2014 backing world-class 
Australian entrepreneurs. AirTree are the only Australian venture 
firm with a globally top decile track record.  Staffed by a mix of 
entrepreneurs and industry experts, AirTree has had success 
investing in marketplaces, global SaaS businesses, next generation 
finance, digital commerce and media and marketing platforms.

Daniel Petre

GENERAL PARTNER AND CO-FOUNDER  
AIRTREE VENTURES
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27 YEARS INDUSTRY  
EXPERIENCE

FAVOURITE QUOTE

“The future is already 
here. It’s just not 
evenly distributed”
William Gibson

OUTSIDE OF INVESTING, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
PASSIONATE ABOUT?

Skiing

Alex is CEO and CIO of Loftus Peak, a purpose-built 
investment company investing in disruptive global 
mega-trends. Alex heads one of the best-performing 
teams in global listed technology in Australia. 

Alex has 25 years of investment expertise developed with 
Macquarie Bank, specialist knowledge of media and technology 
companies. He was instrumental in bringing both Seek and 
Carsales.com.au to the Australian stock market. Alex has a  
deep knowledge of investment and global change companies,  
a strong background in governance and analytics and a detailed 
understanding of disruptive business models.

ABOUT LOFTUS PEAK

Loftus Peak is a Sydney-based global fund manager with a focus 
on investing in listed disruptive businesses. The team has almost 
90 years of combined experience and discipline to the valuation 
of the disruptive thematic. Their portfolio includes significant 
names like Apple, Google and Alibaba and is constructed on 
the basis of strict criteria, giving exposure to some of the 
best and fastest-growing companies in the world, at carefully 
selected valuations. This kind of geographical and sectoral 
diversification lowers the concentration risk inherent in the typical 
Australian portfolio, with its heavy skew toward banks, resources 
and the Australian dollar.

Search for Alex Pollak on www.livewiremarkets.com  
for more up to date insights. 

212016 | Livewire Live

Alex Pollak

CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER,  
LOFTUS PEAK     
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15 YEARS INDUSTRY  
EXPERIENCE

FAVOURITE QUOTE

“Opportunity is 
missed by most 
people because it is 
dressed in overalls 
and looks like work”
Thomas Edison

OUTSIDE OF INVESTING, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
PASSIONATE ABOUT?

Health and wellness

www.blueskyfunds.com.au

Elaine is the Investment Director at Blue Sky 
Venture Capital and is responsible for the 
management of the Blue Sky venture capital fund 
and portfolio for Blue Sky. 

Elaine has worked for a number of years as a venture capitalist 
and management consultant with both NASDAQ and ASX listed 
and private companies based in Australia and the US. Originally 
trained as a stem cell biologist, Elaine has spent the last decade 
within the innovation and investment spectrum assisting public 
institutions and founders translate and commercialise their 
technology across a broad range of industry sectors including 
agriculture, healthcare and IT. Elaine holds a PhD in biochemistry 
from the University of Adelaide. 

ABOUT BLUE SKY FUNDS

Blue Sky Alternative Investments Limited (Blue Sky) is an 
Australian Securities Exchange listed (ASX: BLA) alternative asset 
manager with more than $2 billion in assets under management. 
Headquartered in Brisbane, Blue Sky has offices in Adelaide, 
Sydney, Melbourne and New York and a team of over 80 
investment professionals and support staff. Since inception, Blue 
Sky has built a strong investment track record across private 
equity, venture capital, hedge funds, private real estate, and real 
assets (primarily water and water infrastructure) of 16.9% per 
annum compounding (net of fees).

Elaine Stead

INVESTMENT DIRECTOR,  
BLUE SKY VENURE CAPITAL


